Hello all JWMFT families,
I hope you had a restful and enjoyable summer and are looking forward to this school year. I would like to welcome all
returning students and staff, as well as a very special welcome to our new students, families and staff members. I hope
your families have made a smooth transition from summer routines to school routines. We are very happy to have your
children back with us and we are looking forward to this school year.
We strongly encourage open communication between home and school at all times. In an effort to save trees, our primary
form of communication will be through “school messenger” which emails you messages from the school throughout the
year, this includes our monthly newsletters. Please make sure we have your most current email address. If you do not
have an email account please let us know we can send home a paper copy. Messages will also be posted on our school website at https://jwm.hrsb.ca/. There you will also find a variety of information regarding the school, such as the yearly
calendar and details about activities, clubs and events here at the school. You can follow us on twitter @JWMFT1 or
@JWMFT_Admin .
Thank you,
Emily Quigley (Principal, JWMFT)

Please join us for our Curriculum Night/ice cream social on September 20 from 6:00pm-7:30pm.
Fleming Tower will have one session from 6:00pm-6:20 pm and John W MacLeod will have two sessions, the
first from 6:00-6:20 and a second session from 6:30-6:50 (for parents who have children in both buildings or
in two classes). After your session(s) with the teacher you are invited to the John W MacLeod playground
(weather permitting) or gym for cool treat. Curriculum Night is an opportunity for parents/guardians to meet
their child’s classroom and specialist teachers. Teachers will provide an overview of the curriculum and discuss
student expectations for the year. After your visit, you will receive a ticket for a treat. All students and parents/guardians are invited. The ice cream social will start at 6:30 for the first group.
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John W. MacLeod Fleming Tower is taking part in Nourish Nova Scotia’s Nourish Your Roots healthy fundraiser to support healthy
food programs and initiatives at our school. The funds will be used to support our Breakfast Program. Selling for $30, each farm box
includes a variety of fresh Nova Scotia produce, with a focus on root vegetables and may include fruit. Contents will vary depending on
the farm partner and availability. Help our students and children by selling/buying boxes of fresh produce, that represent good value
while supporting Nova Scotia farmers.
The selling period is between Mon, Sept 17th - Thurs, Sept 27th. Money is payable to JWMFT School and must be returned with the
orders by Thursday, Sept 27th. Use the envelope provided to track sales and collect money. If you or a customer would like to donate
a box to the school please phone the school office.
Our farm box pick-up will take place on Tues, Oct 16th, between 5:30pm-7:30pm at John W MacLeod

For additional information about this fundraiser please visit nourishns.ca/nourish-your-roots

Safety and Security at JWMFT
The safety and security of our students and staff is a top priority for John W MacLeod/Fleming Tower School and the Halifax Regional
Center for Education. We have a number of measures as part of a comprehensive plan aimed at ensuring our school remains a safe
place for our students to learn. We prepare our students to properly respond to a Fire Drill by having 6 fire drills a year. We will be having our first fire drill within the first few weeks of school. Another procedure our school practices each year is a lockdown drill. During a
lockdown drill, classroom doors are secured and the students remain inside the room until instructed by the teacher to resume their
activities. All exterior doors are locked and no one is permitted to enter or leave the building. Students are kept inside the school and
classrooms when circumstances make it safer to stay in the classroom rather than evacuate. Just as we prepare our students to properly respond to a Fire Drill, they also need to be aware of the proper response during a lockdown drill. These drills should be treated
with the same level of importance as fire drills. We practice these drills to ensure our school remains a safe place for teaching and
learning. Please be assured that staff at our school spend time discussing the importance of this procedure with students prior to running the drill. We also take the time after the drill to remind students that it was only a practice and there was no danger. We will be
having a lockdown drill during the week of September 17-21.
There can be other emergency situations that would require us to evacuate the building and relocate students to another site. Within
this plan we have identified a primary relocation site for each building – the Fleming Tower site will evacuate to John W MacLeod and
JWM will evacuate to Fleming Tower. Our secondary location is Cunard Junior High. In the event of an evacuation or relocation,
through communication protocols we have in place, parents would be informed and may be asked to pick up their children at one of the
two sites. In developing our emergency plans, we have defined very specific roles and responsibilities for school administration, teaching staff and support staff. In our plans we also have articulated how we will communicate with outside agencies and notify parents.
Emergencies do arise and we have to be prepared. Please make sure the school has your most up to date contact information.

More Important Information:
Parking and Dropping students off at School- The Parking Lot is authorized only for Halifax Regional Center for Education
vehicles. Please do not enter the parking lot. This is a serious safety concern as students are often running through the parking lot at
these peak times. If you are picking up or dropping off please park on Colindale (JWM) or Randolph (FT)
Visitors in the School- We enjoy having visitors and volunteers but it is a policy in all schools that everyone must check in with the
office, sign in, and wear an ID badge while in the building. We appreciate your cooperation.
Safe Arrival-Please call Safe Arrival 479-4437 press 1 if your child is sick/late or will not be at school. Please do not leave any other
messages on the safe arrival line. If you need to leave a message call the main office line.
Breakfast Program, will begin later in the month. The breakfast provided is an “Eat on the Go” program. Cereal, fruit and yogurt are
offered to any students who would like breakfast. If you are interested in volunteering for this please let us know
Hot Lunch and Milk Programs- Information will be going home later this week.
Measuring and Weighing Grade Primary Students- In order for the Halifax Regional Center for Education to comply with Nova
Scotia Motor Vehicle Regulations, subsection 175(8), we must identify students who are under nine years of age who weigh less
than 18kg (40lbs) and have a standing height of less than 145cm (4’9”). These children will be required to be secured in a child restraint system when traveling on a regular school bus. We will be measuring and weighing all grade primary students with the clothing and footwear they have on regularly in the classroom in order to identify those students who do not meet the above weight and
height limits. We will also weigh and measure any student in a higher grade if we suspect they weigh less than (40lbs) and have a
standing height of less than 145cm (4’9”).
JWMFT Telephone Tree and Emergency Dismissal- We are sending home student registration forms this week. The school requires
the most up to date information on these forms because we use the contact information for safe arrival, in case of emergency closures at the school and or Busing issues. For the last number of years classroom teachers created telephone trees that the school
could use in case we needed to quickly contact families. We would like to have the same system in place this year. Each class requires
four or five parent volunteers who would be willing to call five families. If you are willing to be a Telephone Tree Parent please send

in a note to your child’s teacher stating that you are willing to be a Telephone Tree Parent.

